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Jason Len, one of the best-known
Jaguar restorers and paris purvey-
or in the US, in his racing XK 120.

alf way between Los

Angeles and San

Francisco on the
Californian coast is the won-
derfully peaceful town of St
Louis Obispo. Instead of the
hustle and bustle and crime
problems of the big cities, this
is a coastal oasis where people
keep their cars unlocked and
where the sun shines most days
of the year.

It's also the home of XKs Unlimited,

the only dedicated Jaguar restoration
shop on the American west coast and a
welcome sight for any British car
enthusiast.

Started by Jason Len in the 1970s, it
has now grown to become one of the
main Jaguar parts distribution centres
throughout north America, as well as a

XKs UNLIMITED

Alan Jabez profiles Jason Len and his
impressive Californian enterprise

place where some of LA's leading
celebrities get their cars restored.

Jason is a self-confessed Jaguar fanat-
ic who has virtually lost count of the
number of cars he has restored or
repaired. He initially moved to the area
in the 1960s to undertake a degree
course in mechanical engineering at
the nearby Cal Pol technical college.
One of his lecturers was a serious
Jaguar enthusiast and so bits and
pieces of different models would regu-
larly appear in class.

Having got the car in his blood,
Jason then began to repair and sell
Jaguars — along with Frog-Eye Sprites,
Lotuses, Morgans and other British
sports cars — from the front yard of his
shared student house. As he was mak-
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ing useful money, he subsequently
decided to set himself up in business
as a local Jaguar repair specialist. He
bought a tiny garage, discovered an
English mechanic called Cliff Bridge
who was living in the area, and so
began a business which has blossomed
ever since.

XKs Unlimited now have major premises
near the local airport.

Geoff Bridge teamed up with Jason over 20 years ago; he has since been joined by around 19
other staff. Here Geoff works on a Mk 1V drophead.

From those humble beginnings the
company have now moved into large
modern premises just a couple of hun-
dred yards from the town’s small air-
port. Outside are wonderful views of
California’s rolling green hills, while
the Pacific ocean is less than half an
hour’s drive away.

Cliff Bridge, originally from Radcliffe,
near Manchester, is still working there,
more than 20 years on. He has now
been joined by three other English and
four American mechanics. The compa-
ny also employ another dozen or so
sales and administration staff who pri-
marily work on the parts side.

Their reputation has spread far and
wide. For instance, they recently com-
pleted the restoration of American TV
chat show host Jay Leno’s XK 120.

“We get all sorts of cars and in all
sorts of conditions,” says Jason. “But
we'll do whatever the customer
wants.”

They offer three levels of restoration.
The first is effectively a cosmetic clean-
up. For this, they will re-paint the car,
replace the upholstery and carpets and
undertake basic componenent re-build-
ing. The second level includes all the
above and anything else required to
produce a car which has a ‘street level
finish” or, as Jason claims, would be a
respectable entrant at any car show.
For the third level, however, the fin-

ished car will be in concours condi-
tion. For this, the car will be complete-
ly stripped and every mechanical com-
ponent given a thorough overhaul —
down to the last washer on the locks.
In addition, the car would be re-paint-
ed inside and out, with every piece of
interior trim also being replaced. The
result of such an extensive overhaul
would be a car not only worthy to
enter any competition but a likely win-
ner.

Typically, with some of the cars they

are offered, the owners might have
done a partial restoration themselves
but have given up because of lack of
time or skills. With others, they will be
asked to strip the car down and restore
it from scratch. These jobs could take
more than a year to complete and cost
anything up to $100,000.

Geoff Welles, the general manager
who photographs all the cars during
the restoration process and sends them
to the owners, tells the story of a
Japanese doctor who recently bought
an ‘E’ type in the US, asked XKs to re-
build it to race standard condition and,
once completed, plans to travel to the
US several times a vear to race it at
major evenis.

“People go to all sorts of lengths to
have the car they want,” says Geoff.
“We are really in the toy, not the car,
business.”

Their growing reputation is such
that, for their annual open day in
October, they are now getting more
than 200 Jaguars driving long distances
to get to St Louis Obispo to look
around the premises and enjoy the
week-end party. Some even come
down the west coast from Canada,
more than 1,000 miles away, while last
year, one owner drove all the way
from Florida — a journey of about
3,000 miles.

They also get many enthusiasts who
drop by as they are driving along the
nearby Pacific Coast Highway, a road
which drives as well as it sounds. “A
lot of Australian enthusiasts have heard
of us and seem to come here as soon
as they get off the plane at Los
Angeles,” Jason says. But he is very
accommodating and lets everyone
wander around the showroom which
has a drophead ‘Mark V' on display,
as well as the workshop. “If people can
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take the trouble to come all the way to
see us, we are happy lo spend some
time with them,” he says in his typical-
ly relaxed manner.

Jason called the company XKs
Unlimited because, when he started,
he worked exclusively on XKs. But this
has now broadened to all Jaguars man-
ufactured after 1948, as well as a num-
ber of other British sports cars. They
recently restored Whitney Houston's
MG and have also re-built Rolls-
Royces.

Although it is the workshop which
has all the glamour, it is the parls side
of the business which has helped the
company grow so rapidly over the
years. They now have 13,000 parts in
stock for all Jaguas since 1948, with
about three-quarters being imported
from Britain. They are all listed on
computer database and can be
retrieved from the shelves in minutes.
“We get calls everyday from across
America and sometimes from over-
seas,” says Jason. “In fact, we once
shipped an engine all the way back to
Britain.” He also takes pride in that all
the calls are answered by experts and
enthusiasts — not simply telesales peo-

Anyone is welcome to drop by at XKs Unlimifed and esjoy 2 casee while looking al their

operation — and such as this freshly-restored Series 2 'E' Sype roacsier.

ple — able to advise a customer on the
precise part they may need.

Proof of the company’s success is
that Jason recently moved into a new
mansion style home with a ten-car
garage. The need for such a large
garage, he explains, is that he can
come home in the evening and do
what he enjoys most — restore old
Jaguars. Most are 120s and ‘E’ types
but he has recently also been tackling
an MG TC. “It’s not work,” he says,
“it’s relaxation.”

The quality of his craftsmanship

often smpeesse< people so much that
they sl ke him an offer he can't
refuse 80 by the finished car.

The peoilesn will come in another
20 wear= when Jason gets close to
retreene. Hie does have four daugh-
== e S0 & none has shown any
infese= i Saking over the business.
“Sore & e do at least come to the
car shows.” be jokes.

£8= o dveam for the future is a trip
Sroumed Besope in a 120. With his
secoes e mekang things happen, it's a
e Baely t0 be realised.
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Serving the enthusiast for over 22 years!

Parts & Accessories
for all Jaguars from 1948 10 1955

» Competitive prices
» Knowledgeable salesmen

« Largest selection anywhere
« All mechanical pars
« Fast and reliable service

- Worldwide shipping daily
» Mastercard / VISA
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« New, Used, Rebuilt components
» Restoration & Vintage racing paris

« Concours quality intenor kits

N, Call for our new 288 page 1995
catalog - FREE when you mention
"Jaguar World Magazine"!

World-Class

Restorations
= Specializing in Jaguar
& British Sports Cars
= Mechanical rebuilds
« Paint and Bodywork
= Interior trimming
= Component rebuilding
« Computerized monthly
billings & progress reports
« Full fabrication facilities &
alloy panelwork with
an English Wheel
+ Free pickup of any full
restoration from within the
continental U.S.!
= Worldwide shipping

Cont. U.S. 800-444-JAGS
Int'l. 805-544-7864
FAX 805-544-1664
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